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Summary of reasons for decision: 

The book was submitted by an Inspector of Publications on behalf of the Secretary for Internal 
Affairs under sl3(l)(b) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 (FVPC 
Act). It was submitted as a result of a complaint by a member of the public. The book is a novel 
by Chuck Palahniuk that has been adapted into a successful film that is classified R18 (see OFLC 
9901835). 

The book "Fight Club" is classified as unrestricted. The main consideration in arriving at this 
classification is the manner in which the book treats crime, violence, and to a lesser extent, sex. 
The book occasionally refers to and explores terrorism and explosives. This is done so in a 
manner that does not cause the book to promote or encourage such activity, because these 
references are used as metaphor for the narrator's search for self-discovery and evaluation of 
masculinity within society. The dangers inherent in such activities are also clearly stated. While 
the book is perhaps more suitable for readers with some maturity, its themes are well within the 
ability of teenage readers to comprehend. It is unlikely that the book would be of any interest to 




children. In addition, it is noted that the book has been freely available in New Zealand for a 
decade, and that the Classification Office is not aware of any evidence of injury to the public 
good arising from that availability. The Classification Office has considered the effects of the Bill 
of Rights on the application of the classification criteria. The Classification Office concludes that 
the unrestricted availability of the book is unlikely to be injurious to the public good. 



